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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 5900 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, BE 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST OIL DEVELOPMENTS: BELGIUM 
REF: (A) STATE 203180; (B) STATE 202315 

L WE HAVE DISCUSSED CONTENTS OF REFTELS WITH RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER MINFORAFFAIRS (DEPASSE) AS WELL AS WITH CONCERNED 
OFFICIALS ON PRIVATE STAFFS OF BELGIUM'S TWO VICE PRIME MINISTERS. 

ALL EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN VIENNA AND ELSEWHERE IN RESPECT TO MIDDLE EAST OIL 
DEVELOPMENTS, PARTICULARLY AS THEY DO NOT APPEAR TO BE OBTAINING MUCH 
FROM OTHER SOURCES. MINFORAFFAIRS HAS PROMISED TO SUPPLY OTHER 
MINISTRIES WITH STATUS REPORTS BUT HAS NOT YET DONE SO. AS 
REPORTED PREVIOUSLY (BRUSSELS 5857), BELGIAN MINISTER OF ECONOMIC 
AFFAIRS HAS NOT YET SEEN INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVE WHO IS PREPARED 
BRIEF HIM. 

2. BRITISH EMBASSY HAS ALSO CALLED ON BELGIAN MINFORAFFAIRS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TO BRIEF BELGIANS. DEPASSE TELLS US THAT ONLY GOB REACTION 
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SO FAR IS THAT PASSED TO BRITISH; THAT GOB WOULD PREFER 
CONSULTATION WITHIN CONTEXT OF EC 9 PRIOR DISCUSSION WITHIN 
OECD AND CONSUMERS FORUMS. 

BOOCHEVER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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